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“I really like the service, the 


kindness, the attention of all the 


staff and I am very happy that 


my daughter is learning many 


positive things.” 


 


 


“I am very happy how my 


children like to be there with the 


staff and the treatment they give 


them”.   


 


 


Arbuckle Children’s Center 


 Parent quotes 


 
 


“To promote quality school readiness within the earliest years 


 in collaboration with our community partners.” 


 


A couple quotes from our parents 


 


 


 


 


 


s! 
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We have conquered another successful year at the Colusa County Office of 


Education – Children’s Services department!  We continue to accomplish our 


goals of making a difference in the lives of families and children within our 


community of Colusa County. 


Through the ongoing efforts of our Executive and Leadership Teams, our 


dedicated staff, instrumental Policy Council and community members, we have 


truly brought the Head Start model to life in which every child, regardless of 


circumstances at birth; have the ability to reach their full potential. With 


collaboration and stellar leadership, our program continuously provides families 


and children access to high quality early educational programs in their earliest 


and most vulnerable years.  Each day, we make a positive difference in the lives 


of children through the outstanding dedication of our staff and educational 


experiences we provide on a daily basis.   


 


Our Head Start and State funded programs are the foundation that builds school 


readiness and future success.  As we all know, young children today, are our 


future tomorrow. Investing in children is why we are committed to providing 


comprehensive services with excellence. 


 


                 


 


                                          


                                                              


 


Best Regards, 


 


 


Vicki Markss 
Executive Director  


Colusa County Office of Education  


Children’s Services Early Education Programs 


 


A Message from the Director 


 


he Director 
[CITE YOUR SOURCE HERE.] 
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The History of Head Start 
Head Start is one of the most important social and 


educational investment in our communities, children, and 


families.  The Head Start Project was launched in 1965 as 


a comprehensive child development program for children 


from birth to five years of age.  Administered by the Office 


of Head Start, the Head Start model provides a range of 


individualized services in the areas of early education, 


health, mental health, nutrition, special needs, and parent 


engagement.  Over the past 52 years, it has provided 


opportunities for success to more than 32 million low-


income and other vulnerable children and their families 


across the United States.  Head Start programs have 


remained strong even with changing fiscal and political 


surroundings because of years of success. 


 


 


 
 


Our Story & What We Do 
 


 


 


Children’s Services 
has a long 
tradition of 
providing 
comprehensive 
high quality early 
education 
throughout Colusa 
County.  We are 
committed to 
preparing children 
and their families 
for future school 
success.  


 


CCOE – Children’s Services purpose is to prepare children and their families for future success and 


opportunities for lifelong learning.   


 


We offer Early Head Start, Head Start, and State funded early care and education programs 


throughout Colusa County.  Program options include part-day, full-day, and full-year center-based 


options for ages birth-5 years.  Our Early Head Start program offers a weekly home visiting option for 


pregnant families and children up to 36 months.   


 


We operate a state funded seasonal migrant program to meet the abundant need of our rural 


community.  This center is conveniently located near the migrant camp and serves an additional 40 


children throughout the season. 


 


Our subsidized childcare services include Alternative Payment and CalWORKs programs.  


Approximately 171 children ages birth through 12 years of age received child care services offered 


through our Alternative Payment Program while 46 Licensed Daycare Providers received  professional 


development and training to ensure families who are working, in school, or training receive quality 


care through support from our Resource and Referral Program. 


 


Total Number of Children served By CCOE Children’s Services:  Approximately 547 
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Our Program Philosophy 


 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


CCOE-Children’s Services is dedicated to enriching the lives of all children and 


families through providing high quality educational programs and 


connecting families with individualized childcare services. 


Nurturing, responsive, and consistently secure environments provide children 


with a foundation to achieve at their optimal levels of success. 


Each child is unique and learns best through intentional instruction that is 


developmentally appropriate, inclusive, and provides enriched exploration, 


discovery, and meaningful play opportunities. 


We are committed to improving excellence in Early Care and Education and 


childcare services.  Together, in collaboration with other service-driven agencies 


and parents, we strive to build positive connections between home and school 


within our community of Colusa County. 
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Our Strategic Five-Year Goals 2019-2024 
 


 


Goal #1:  


To Promote Staff Retention. Recruitment and Individual 


Professional Development 
Goal #2:  


To Strengthen our Departmental Organization 
Goal #4  


To Improve the Quality of Early Learning that Promotes School 


Readiness 
Goal #5  


To Build Family Engagement & Community Collaboration 
 


 


“I am very grateful since I have been able to work peacefully and a little more time and I feel 


that my son feels very happy and calm.”   Colusa Children’s Center parent quote. 
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Health, Mental Health, and Nutrition Services 
CCOE - Children’s Services supports children’s learning and wellness through comprehensive 


health and nutritional services.  We ensure children receive updated physicals, 


immunizations, hearing, vision, and nutritional screenings and follow up as needed.  


 


We collaborate with Colusa County Behavioral Health Department while mental health 


consultants provide observations and strategies that support classroom activities and 


individual behaviors. 


 Within our inclusive environments, children and families are eligible for referrals and 


additional support services. 


 
 
 
 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


                                                                                    


 


 


Early Head Start: 
• 100% of children received medical insurance 


• 100% of children found a medical home 


• 100% of children found a dental home 


• 65% of children were up to date on their Well Baby Exams 


• 92% of children were either up to date, received all possible 
Immunizations, or were exempt 


• 100% received Vision and Hearing Screenings 


EHS Home Based Educators 


received in depth curriculum 


training to support families 


before baby arrives through 


toddler’s 3rd year.  


Home Visitors utilize a research-


based digital curriculum to 


effectively plan meaningful 


weekly home visits that 


promotes positive family and 


child development and family 


health.  Topics include:  


▪ Relationships & Support 


▪ Virtual learning 


▪ Nutrition, Health, & Safety 


▪ Parenting and Guidance 


▪ Social Emotional, Language 


& Literacy Development 


▪ Play, Learning, & Cognition 
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“I would like to thank the staff in the 


amazing and patience they have with 


my boys they feel happy and safe 


they know this is their second home.”    
 


A parent quote from the 


Colusa Children’s Center Program. 


 


                                          


 


Dental Screenings are 


conducted in preschool 


classrooms by our 


collaborative partner,  


Nancy Read, BS, RDH, 


Children’s Oral Health 


Outreach Coordinator, with 


Northern Valley Indian 


Health, at no additional 


cost. 


Head Start: 


• 100% of children received medical insurance 


• 100% of children found a medical home 


• 100% of children found a dental home 


• 76% of children were up to date on their Physician Exams 


• 100% of children were either up to date, received all possible immunizations, 
or were exempt 


• 92% of children who completed dental exams needs routine care 


• 0% of children require attention soon. 


 


 


 


 


 


   







8 
 


  


 


 


 


   Total Number of Children currently enrolled through March 2022 


HS = 64 EHS = 44 


 


     Head Start               Early Head Start 


              14 HS Children = 24% had an IEP 3 EHS Children = 9% had and IFSP 
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Enrollment and Attendance  


for Head Start Programs 


Our program received Early Head Start/Head Start 


funding to provide services to 168 children.  We provide 


services to 62 children in Early Head Start and 106 


children in Head Start. 


This year’s Cumulative total number of children served 


through EHS:  44 children and for HS:  64 children.   


 


 


 
 


“No, just congratulate the staff for the support 


provided.  Thank you very much!” 


EHS Home Based Program parent 


 


 


Eligibility for Early Head 


Start and Head Start 


programs are dependent on the 


following criteria: 


▪ Federal Poverty 


Guidelines 


▪ Special Needs 


▪ Status of Foster Child 


▪ Homelessness 


▪ Recipient of Public 


Assistance 


A Centralized Eligibility List 


is maintained and prioritized 


for each funded program 


option in Colusa County. 


 


 


 


 


 


Head Start Eligibility 


17.5% of children served had an IEP or IFSP 


 


 


“I’m happy and it makes it 


easy to drop Ava off due to her 


loving the teachers, she really 


enjoys coming to school.” 


Colusa Preschool Learning 


Center A Preschool parent. 
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R&R
2% CCTR


7%


CAPP
11%


C2AP
4%


C3AP
4%


HS
17%


EHS
10%


PI
3%


CSPP
20%


CMIG
10%


 


Children’s Services Programs     
Children’s Services successfully operates several Federal and State funded programs all under 
one building which provides  seamless services to families and the community.  Below is a list 
of funded programs and percentages of each that allows us to meet the varying and abundant 


needs of our community.                     
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


Children’s Services 2021-2022 


Budget:  $9.8 Million 


CMIG 8% 


CCTR 6% 


CAPP 26% 


CAPP 2% 


HS 13% 


EHS 7% 


ARP 2% 


R&R 2% 


C3AP 4% 


CSPP 20% 
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Preparing Children for Kindergarten 
Children and families are prepared for success in school and throughout life.  Early education 


and support for parents is promoted through: 


 


• Home Visits, Play Groups, and daily educational learning experiences 


• Health & Mental Health screenings for optimal health so children can learn at their full 


potential 


• Assessments and screenings 


• Support to secure local medical and dental services 


• Empowering families to be advocates for their children 


• Family engagement  in school activities, parent education, and meetings 


• Collaboration with local school districts and Kindergarten teachers 


• Visits to Elementary School and Kindergarten classrooms 


• Opportunities for life-long learning 


 


 


Our Approach to School Readiness                                                                                                               


 


 


CCOE - Children’s Services provides nurturing, responsive, and secure environments 


that presents every child the ability to achieve at their optimal level of success and to 


build a strong foundation. 


 


We recognize the importance of a holistic and integrated approach and focus on each 


child’s individual development.  The Head Start Early Learning Framework focuses on 


essential developmental areas that include:   Approaches to Learning, Social and 


Emotional Development, Language and Literacy, Cognition, and Perceptual, Motor, and 


Physical Development.   


 


We utilize intentional teaching strategies that encourage active and engaged learners. 


Our program is developmentally and linguistically appropriate while being sensitive to 


the individual and cultural needs of all children.  Acquisition of the English language 


is promoted as well as knowledge from their home language. 


 


On-going observation and assessment facilitates child outcomes and meeting the 


individual needs of each child. Families are supported as their child’s first influences 


and greatest advocates as we prepare children for Kindergarten and lifelong learning. 
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“And Literacy for All” 
CCOE has created a literacy initiative to promote bilingual reading and writing skills for all 


young children who reside within Colusa County utilizing mobile technology.  The primary 


goal behind the initiative is to have all children reading at or above grade level by the end of 


3rd grade.  An Innovative Approaches to Literacy grant of $2.25 million over a three-year period 


by the U.S. Department of Education was awarded in 2019.  Through this grant, CCOE’s entire 


literacy outreach to Colusa County students, ages 2-7 years old has been boosted to a level far 


beyond its 5-year plan.  The project has allowed CCOE to build classroom libraries and books 


for children to take home along with new technology devices.  Early learners will receive access 


to print and digital literacy programming, e-books, and interactive songs and games that 


make learning fun!  This project will provide greater access to educational programs across our 


rural community and expand professional development opportunities for our early education 


teachers and educators.  


 


Footsteps2Brilliance mobile application provides children with comprehensive curriculum 


enhancements through interactive books, songs, and games that may be utilized through both 


English and Spanish languages.  Footsteps2Brillance links learning in school and home and 


provides opportunities for greater achievement through fun and engaging activities. 


 


These programs helped our program shift from classroom to virtual learning during the 


COVID-19 Pandemic and supported welcoming and inclusive virtual classrooms. 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
            A Parent Quote from the Williams Preschool     


              Learning Center B 
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Total Number of Employees That Make up Our Team 
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A Parent Quote from the EHS Home Based Program 
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An Example of our preschool theme study about Trees 
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Print Enriched Environments Support Language and 


Literacy 


 


 


Results of Our Most Recent Monitoring Reviews 
 


Our most recent federal review from the Office of Head Start was the Focus Area 1 


Monitoring Review, conducted in May, 2020.  All areas were found in compliance. 


 


Fiscal Integrity and Eligibility, Recruitment, Selection, Enrollment, and Attendance 


(ERSEA)March of 2017.  All areas were found in compliance. 


 


An onsite monitoring review for CLASS was cancelled for this program year. 


 


A Compliance Monitoring Review through California Department of Education-Early 


Learning and Care Division will be conducted in April 2021. 
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Achieving Developmental Outcomes for Children 
 


Our children continue to make progress across all learning domains.  We utilize research-


based curriculum, the Head Start Early Learning Outcomes Framework and the California 


Instructional Framework and Foundations that supports all learning.   


 The Desired Results Developmental Profile (DRDP) is completed three times per year in Fall, 


Winter, and Spring and represents significant growth at or above foundation expectations 


towards school readiness.     


 


Children gain progress and Children’s Services makes a positive 


difference! 
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Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) 


CCOE – Children’s Services utilizes the Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS) 


tool as a valid and reliable instrument that assesses teacher-child interactions, classroom 


quality, and is linked to positive child outcomes.  The three domains of CLASS consist of 


Emotional Support, Classroom Organization, and Instructional Support.                                 


 
• ClASS assesses three domains and ten dimensions of teacher-child interactions.  


Results from the last onsite CLASS observations have shown Children’s Services 


average CLASS scores remained above competition thresholds and will continue 


improving quality in all three domains.   
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A Recycle Study Activity included children painting an “ocean”, learning about the 


importance of recycling, and caring for our oceans! 
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Family Involvement and Community Engagement 


Engaged families are essential to the well-being and development of young children.   


We see parents as a child’s most important influence towards their child’s success.  Building 


a shared partnership with families gives parents opportunities to stay involved with the 


education of their child.   


Parents collaborated with many activities and participated in the following: 


• Community Guest Speakers including Local Law Enforcement, Fire Departments 


• Family Fair 


• Fatherhood Conference 


• Food Basket 


• Footsteps 2 Brilliance Literacy APP 


• Goal Setting 


• Harvest of the month 


• Head Start Parent Conference 


• Home Visits and Parent & Teacher Conferences 


• Kindergarten Preparation 


• Monthly Calendar Activities 


• Nutrition and Education Trainings 


• Open House 


• Parent Orientation 


• Parent Trainings: Car Seat Safety, Child Abuse Prevention, Positive Discipline 


• Pedestrian Safety 


• Play Groups  
• Playground sidewalk painting 


• Policy Council Meetings 


• Transition Meetings  
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Community Partnerships               
• Alta California Regional Center 


• Ampla Health 


• Arbuckle and Williams Family Action Centers 


• Head Start Region IX 


• Head Start Cluster VIII 


• Community Advocates for Parents & Children 


(CAPC) 


• Colusa County Behavioral Health Services  


• Colusa County Campus of Woodland 


Community College 


• Colusa County Child Support Services  


• Colusa County Department of Health and 


Human Services 


• Colusa County Office of Education – 


Educational Services, Second Step – Social 


Emotional Curriculum Program  


• Colusa County Office of Education – 


Educational Services, McKinney-


Vento/Homeless Program 


• Colusa County Office of Education - Special 


Education  


• Colusa County One-Stop  


• Colusa County Partner’s for Health  


• Colusa Resource Center  


• Colusa County School Districts  


• Community Collaborative Prevention  


• County Branch Libraries  


• County of Colusa Agencies/Departments  


• Family Action Centers of Colusa County 


• Family Soup  


• First 5 Colusa  


• Local Dental Homes 


• Nutrition and Physical Activity Self-


Assessment for Child Care (NAP SACC) 


• Quality Counts California – Keys to 


Quality  


• Women infants and Children (WIC)  
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“The program meets the needs of my family”  A Parent Quote from the Williams Preschool 


Learning Center B 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


                                       


Family Engagement 


                   


 


“I am very grateful for the dedication and enthusiasm with which they teach the children my 


daughter does not have much here but I see her learning fast she and I are very happy with the 


program thank you very much for this opportunity.” 


 


A Parent Quote from the Arbuckle Children’s Center. 
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CCOE-Children’s Services would like to thank our 


Policy Council Representatives for their 


support and involvement in our program! 
 


“Thanks to the program I’m able to continue to work!” 


Arbuckle Head Start parent quote. 


 


 


_______________________________ 


alth and Wellness 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Yaki Plaza – EHS Home Base 


Representative,  PC Vice Chairperson Irene 


Rivera – Colusa Head Start Representative 


and Patricia Larios – Williams Preschool 


Learning Center Representative  


Attended the Parent Conference…A 


Pursuit of Wonder in March, 2022 


 


Blanca Veloz - 


Williams Preschool 


Learning Center A PM 


Irene Rivera – Colusa 


Head Start 


Representative 


Marisa Apaseo – 


Community 


Representative 
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Health and Wellness  


CCOE - Children’s Services understands the importance of and supports staff health and 


wellness throughout its department.  CCOE-Children’s Services values opportunities for 


professional development and understands that highly trained and knowledgeable staff 


provides improved child outcomes and family support.   


In an effort to promote well-being among Children's Services staff, a Colusa 


County Office of Education – Children’s Services Staff Wellness Newsletters, 


"Well at Work" was created this year.   


This newsletter 


includes tips for 


taking care of 


yourself within the 


five elements 


outlined to include: 


information, 


resources, interactive 


activities, useful 


videos, and more! 


CCOE-Children’s Services understands that self-care leads to better interactions 


with children and other staff.  


 


CCOE - Children’s Services has a “Sunshine Committee” that puts together fun and uplifting 


activities that build staff morale and workplace culture.   Due to the importance of not only 


physical, but also mental and emotional well-being.  CCOE-Children’s Services staff 


participated in the annual fall parade, dressed as crayons and handout recruitment materials, 


which included a small box of crayons. 
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CCOE-Children’s Services March 2022 In-Service Day consisted of identifying our team’s 


top 5 strengths and an instructed art activity… a stress-free day! 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


__________________________________________________________ 


 


 The items distributed include but are not limited to:  Tri County 


Schools Insurance Group (TCSIG) Wellness Newsletter, North Valley School Insurance Group 


Wellness Newsletter, North Valley School Insurance Group Safety Newsletter, TCSIG and 


Delta TeamCare Walk Across America Challenge, Free Annual Health Evaluations (for TCSIG 


Members).  Many events sponsored by our community partners promote staff wellness and 


are shared with all staff.   


CCOE - Children’s Services 


Executive Team organizes a pre-


service day to begin a new year 


and an in-service day mid-year 


for all employees.  These 


trainings are implemented to 


motivate and boost morale, 


celebrate our program’s successes 


and to demonstrate our 


appreciation for our fantastic 


team! 
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Head Start     Head Start T&TA     


Basic Grant  $1,309,826    Training Grant $24,025    


Program Improvement $169,142    Direct Services   $22,401  


Certificated   $359,925  Indirect   $1,624  


Classified   $349,041        


Benefits   $279,003        


Supplies   $36,778        


Services   $200,271        


Land Improvements   $      155,000        


Equipment   $14,142        


Indirect   $84,808        


Total $1,478,968  $1,478,968  Total $24,025  $24,025  


            


Early Head Start     Early Head Start T&TA     


Basic Grant  $723,942    Training Grant $15,768    


Program Improvement $14,143    Direct Services   $14,702  


Certificated   $145,491  Indirect   $1,066  


Classified   $247,086        


Benefits   $148,488        


Supplies   $29,406        


Services   $104,533        


Land Improvements   $           -          


Equipment   $14,143        


Indirect   $48,938        


Total $738,085  $738,085  Total $15,768  $15,768  


 


 


Total Amounts of Public 


and Private Funds Received  
Head Start & T/TA $                        1,333,851  


Early Head Start & T/TA $                          739,710  


Child and Adult Food 
Program $                            92,748  


General Child Care $                          585,147  


State Preschool $                        1,566,825  


CalWORKs Stage 1 Child 
Care $                            13,467  


QRIS $                            85,560  


HS COVID 19 $                            50,563  


American Rescue Plan $                          201,012  


 


 


 


Head Start Budgetary Expenditures for 2021-2022 
 


 
 


Thank you for everything, 


all you are family.  


Everything is appreciated! 


Arbuckle Children’s Center – 


Toddler Parent 


 


I would like to thank the 


whole staff for helping in the 


development of Camila.   


WPLC A AM Parent  
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Proposed Head Start Budget for fiscal year: 2022-2023 
 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


*Amounts reflect services for 106 Head Start and 62 Early Head Start children and 


families. 
 


 


 


 


 


  


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


Early Head Start and Head Start 2022-2023 


Personnel $                        1,087,693  


Benefits $                          434,495  


Travel $                            16,450  


Equipment $                                   -    


Supplies $                            65,031  


Contractual $                            58,839  


Construction $                                   -    


Other $                          248,026  


Indirect $                          138,514  


Total $                        2,049,048  


“Grateful to have such 


kind and professional 


teachers working with my 


son.” 


 


Children’s Services 


Program Parent 


 


“My daughter absolutely loves 


schools!  She has fabulous teachers 


and enjoys her friends.” 


 


Children’s Services Program Parent 


 


“I like that they understand 


parents’ situations and 


make a plan for every 


situation.”  


 


Children’s Services  


Program Parent 
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Our Executive Team 
 


 
 


 


Back Row, Left to Right:   


Donyale Miller– Certificated Division Director 


Joseph Moye – Classified Division Director  


Front Row, Left to Right: 


Rosa Talamantes – Program Accounting Specialist 


Vicki Markss – Executive Director 


Julie Rivera – Administrative Program Specialist 
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Leadership Team Members: 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
 


 


Back Row, Left to Right:   


Irma F. Roque - Health Specialist,  


Lydia Navarro - Family Engagement Coordinator  


Angela Padilla - Area Manager of Education 


Licia Dering - Special Needs Coordinator 


Julie Rivera – Administrative Program Specialist 


Alma Villasenor – Enrollment Manager 


Front Row, Left to Right: 


Donyale Miller– Certificated Division Director 


Rosa Talamantes – Program Accounting Specialist 


Vicki Markss – Executive Director 


Cesilee Godinez - Area Manager of Education 


Joseph Moye – Classified Division Director  


Vacant - Local Child Care and Planning Council Coordinator  


 


 


 


 


 


 
 






